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205 North Alder Ave.  (  Granite Falls WA 98252   
Phone (360) 691-7717 (  FAX (306) 691-4459 
       Dr. Josh Middleton, Superintendent

“We Expect Success”
SEVEN (7) or more UNEXCUSED ABSENCES/MONTH ATTENDANCE NOTIFICATION LETTER
Dear Parent(s)/Guardians(s):

This letter is in regard to your student’s attendance and contains important information.

A copy of your student’s attendance report is attached demonstrating fifteen or more unexcused absences in a month or academic year. For purposes of the attendance law, “absence” is defined as failing to attend for a majority of the school day (in middle school and high school this occurs when a student is absent for more than half the periods scheduled that day). In most cases of unexcused absences, the student has not provided an excusal note or the parent/guardian has not called. If this is the case with any of these absences, please contact the attendance office.

After a student has seven or more unexcused absences in a month, the Compulsory School Attendance law (RCW ch. 28A.225) requires the District to file a petition with the juvenile court alleging a violation of RCW 28A.225.010 “(1) by the parent; (2) by the child; or (3) by the parent and the child.” The law further states that you have the responsibility for your child’s full-time attendance in school. This letter is to notify you that the District will be filing a petition in juvenile court regarding your student’s attendance and referring your child/family to the Community Engagement Board.

Going forward, if your student is absent, please call [phone number], e-mail the building attendance personnel at [e-mail address], or send an excusal note the morning of your student’s return so we can document the absence accordingly. Our desire is to discover the cause or causes of your student’s absences and to take immediate steps to resolve the situation in order to help your student remain engaged with school. If there is something going on with your student and you need support, please reach out to your student’s teacher(s), school counselor, or an administrator so that we can work to improve the situation.

For further information regarding the Truancy process, see http://www.k12.wa.us/GATE/Truancy/default.aspx. 

For information on the Granite Falls School District's Attendance Regulations, please visit the district website at www.gfalls.wednet.edu. 

To discuss any other questions regarding our district's regulation or your student's attendance, call [school phone]. Thank you for understanding that good attendance has a direct correlation to success in school.

Sincerely,

(Name), Principal - (Attach email)
(Name), Assistant Principal - (Attach email)
(Name), Attendance Specialist - (Attach email)
(Name), Truancy Liaison – (Attach email)
Granite Falls School District is committed to the individual development of each student.


